
T h e  Circle City Engineer

To Increase the number of culturally responsible Black Engineers who excel academically, succeed professionally 
and positively impact the community.
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College Initiative: Benefits of Fall Regional Conference
Angelos Erilus| College Initiative Chair Chair

In meetings and discussions with members of the collegiate chapter, it was expressed that last year many students did not know what step to take next 

after they left Fall Regional Conference. We wanted to provide an opportunity for the students to ask questions, as well as share their experience with 

members of IAE. On November 15, 2012, we held a workshop on the campus of IUPUI titled “Benefits of Fall Regional Conference”.

To kick-off the event I gave a power point presentation on Fall Regional Conference. The presentation discussed key points of FRC:

To provide a forum for discussion and information exchange between collegiate, pre-college, alumni, and corporate representatives at the regional level. 

To encourage academic excellence and professional development through various technical, cultural, workshops and competitions, and Career and 

Graduate School Fairs. 
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After the presentation Alumni members shared previous experiences, and things that they were able to gain. From there on we opened the floor to the 

collegiate members to share and ask questions. There were students who were able to attend workshops, have their resumes reviewed as well as have 

interviews. The students also shared that they were able to network with different NSBE members from different chapters. 

The event was a great success. Each time a student shared what they experienced, an alumni member was able to advise them on how to move forward 

with the next steps. The students left the event feeling like they were ready to apply what they learned from FRC. With some help from the various 

professional development programs, the students will be well prepared to represent Indianapolis at the Annual Convention.



Wine and Canvas Membership Event
Olaide Quadry| Vice Chair 

We wanted to provide an opportunity for members to share a 

grandeur experience.  On November 3, 2012, we held a 

fellowship event at “Wine and Canvas “.  Members had the 

opportunity to participate in a painting class while drinking 

cocktails.

The wine and canvas event consisted of a private painting class 

for 15 students. It was a fun, social, group setting, with a 

talented artist to guide students step by step in replicating the 

“Nights” featured painting. Ultimately, it was promised that by 

the end of the evening we would create a fabulous piece of 

artwork! IAE paid members were provided a chapter 

membership discount .  The price included the Canvas, Paint, 

Brushes, Easels, and Aprons. Overall, it was a great event with a Brushes, Easels, and Aprons. Overall, it was a great event with a 

nice turnout. We are hoping to have many more exciting events 

as such in the future.
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College Initiative: Journey to the Mother University
Angelos Erilus| College Initative Chair

On January 28th, a few of the NSBE IAE board members traveled to the birth place of NSBE – Purdue University.  We attended the general body meeting for the Purdue 

NSBE Chapter. We were greeted with a beautiful site; a room full of students who are contributing to increase of the number of culturally responsible black engineers 

who excel academically, succeed professionally and positively impact the community. It was good to see that throughout these years that the mother chapter is strong 

and prospering under the leadership of the current president, Vinchessica Gray, along with the support of her Executive Board members.

IAE sat in on the meeting as they went through their agenda. They discussed upcoming events, scholarships, and of course the Annual Convention. Their members 

consisted of a wide range of students from freshman to graduate students.  The students interacted with each other in a professional manner.  The leadership did an 

excellent job conducting their meeting. The Board was able to answer all questions that the members addressed and kept the meeting interactive.  

IAE was given the opportunity to speak to the general body members. We introduced ourselves and greeted them on behalf of NSBE-IAE. We discussed upcoming events 

such as Raytheon Day, Cummins Day, and of course national convention. A good number of students signed-up for the Raytheon Day at the meeting.  We also discussed 

the importance of unity amongst the NSBE chapters in Indiana, Collegiate and Alumni, as we are the host state for Annual Convention. Our message was well received. 

After the meeting, we answered questions from the students and provided advice to the students.

As Alumni, it is important that we continue to support all of our collegiate chapters. We intend to continue this momentum of supporting the collegiate chapters’ events.  

Please look out for the announcements for these events, and we hope to see you there.
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Indianapolis Town Hall Session
Olaide Quadry| Vice Chair

On Friday, January 11, the Indianapolis Alumni Extension (IAE) and the 

IUPUI NSBE Chapter served as hosts to NSBE’s National Leadership during 

a Town Hall Session held on the IUPUI campus. 

Among the guests were the highest ranking officials in the organization –

NSBE National Chairman, Calvin A. Young III and NSBE National Alumni 

Chairman, Darnell Fisher, along with their respective Board members. 

Chairman Young addressed the membership, encouraged mentorship and 

interaction, and spoke to the membership about the importance of 

Academic Excellence, Engineering Exposure and Professional Branding. 

Chairman Fisher also spoke to the membership about his vision for the 

year and the initiatives that are forthcoming. 

The Technical Professional Conference Planning Chairperson, IAE’s very 

own Nosa Egharevba, also highlighted the events and activities planned 

for the 39th Annual Convention. 

The event concluded with questions from the audience and an 

introduction of the Chapter Executive Boards from both the IUPUI NSBE 

Chew and Chat Community Event
Chinwe Aneke| Fundraising Chair

NSBE-IAE Partners with James Whitcomb Riley School to Encourage STEM 

Careers

On December 13, 2012, Chinwe Aneke represented NSBE-IAE during James Whitcomb 

Riley’s Chew-n-Chat activity series. The vision of the series is to have speakers from 

different professions, vocations and cultures speak with 7th grade middle school 

students so as to plant seeds for productive lives and career paths.

Chinwe presented about the different engineering disciplines, and discussed how to 

chart their educational careers to become successful engineers. They also talked 

about ways of getting financial aid, and how to determine which engineering discipline 

the students would be interested in. After the presentation, the students asked a lot 

of questions about engineers’ salaries and how they could combine some of their 

specific interests with an engineering career.

There were more than 35 students in attendance; when the 6th grade students heard 

about the activity, they also joined in.

Ms. Agnes Shelton, the coordinator of the Chew n Chat activity, mentioned that she 
introduction of the Chapter Executive Boards from both the IUPUI NSBE 

Chapter and the Indianapolis Alumni Extension. There was time at the end 

for pictures and networking. Overall, it was a great event and a great 

opportunity to meet our Society’s National Leadership. We are all looking 

forward to an outstanding Annual Convention in March! 
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Ms. Agnes Shelton, the coordinator of the Chew n Chat activity, mentioned that she 

was excited to show the students that they could aspire to be successful professionals 

in STEM careers, rather than focus on just sports and entertainment. 

.



NSBE Spotlight: Meet the Collegiate Presidents
Angelos Erilus| College Initiative Chair

IUPUI

Name: Ian Goens

Hometown: Bloomington, IN

Major: Electrical Engineering Technology

Purdue University

Name: Vinchessica M. Gray

Hometown: Gary, IN

Major: Industrial Technology
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Career Aspirations: To find a job that utilizes and strengthens my engineering and 
technology skills.

Hobbies: Traveling, Exercising, Movies, and Music

What are some of your inspirations in life? God is my 1# inspiration in life, and I try to 
live by his will and his way.  I am also inspired by my mother; she has shown me that 
through hard work and determination anything is possible.

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted you? I have 
been a part of NSBE for 2 years.  During this time NSBE has given me the road map to 
excel academically, succeed professionally and positively impact the community.  I have 
also gained leadership skills and networking opportunities that will continue to impact 
my future. 

In 10 years, where do you see yourself? In ten years I want to have completed my 
Master's program.  Have a wonderful career foundation that I will build off of.  I also 
want to be married with a family of 1-2 kids, with God as the center of our lives.

Career Aspirations: I would like to work as a consultant to different companies. 

Hobbies: Singing, Hanging out with friends, and Helping others where needed

What are some of your inspirations in life? Some of my inspirations are Jesus, my 
parents, sisters, family members, peers, friends, and former co-workers. Also, being able 
to help others reach their personal and professional goals is an inspiration.

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted you? I 
started out in NSBE in the 8th grade thanks to my oldest sister. Since I’ve been at 
Purdue, I have become more active. I’ve held some type of role within the organization 
since I was a freshman. This organization gave me a family and support system away 
from home. It has truly positively impacted me both academically and professionally.

In 10 years, where do you see yourself? 10 years from now I see myself working 
globally within a major corporation. Also, I plan to be actively involved with helping 
students from my hometown enroll in a higher education program.

.



Purdue

Name: Phillip Reid

Hometown: Indianapolis, IN

Major: Mechanical Engineering

Career Aspirations: Find a passionate technical area that I love that will 
allow me move the world forward and help the community.

Hobbies: NSBE, Sports, Helping others, & playing the drums

RHIT

Name: Grace Elaine Johnson-Bann

Hometown: Nashville, Tennessee

Major: Biomedical Engineering

Career Aspirations: To earn postgraduate degree(s) in world or public 
health and work on making medical devices and equipment available to 
everyone who may need them. In addition, reduce the number of people 
who need them through prevention programs or classes.

NSBE Spotlight: Meet the Collegiate Presidents (Contd.) College Initiative Student Spotlight
Angelos Erilus| College Initiative Chair

Hobbies: NSBE, Sports, Helping others, & playing the drums

What are some of your inspirations in life? God is the most important thing 
in my life and I wouldn’t be here without him. He has blessed me with two 
wonderful parents, Ronald & Lenora, who have demonstrated how a 
diligent work ethic will enable anyone to achieve what they want to 
accomplish. They have set a high standard, but have given my brothers and 
myself every resource and opportunity to surpass that standard.

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted 
you? I have been a part of NSBE for about 7 years. I have grown up through 
NSBE. I was originally a part of the Minority Engineering Program of 
Indianapolis (MEPI) and through that affiliation I was introduced to the 
NSBE PCI program. NSBE has impacted me greatly because I have had the 
opportunity to see others like myself go through the ‘struggle’ of the 
Engineering curriculum, but have prospered and excelled. Now I see it as my 
responsibility to help those under me and make sure they know how 
fortunate they are to have such support from this society.

In 10 years where do you see yourself? 
I see myself out in industry and still exploring the different opportunities 
that are out there. Since I have yet to decide on an absolute 
career/academic path I believe I should make use of my youthful years to do 
a little bit of scouting out.
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who need them through prevention programs or classes.

Hobbies: Sewing, Crocheting, Bowling, Roller-skating, tennis, and a new 
found love for Zumba!
Inspirations in life: I am inspired by all the people who have sacrificed much 
to make sure that I can get the best education possible. I am forever 
indebted to my mother who advocates for me, my father who supports me, 
and my sister who motivates me. I also am infatuated with Nature and all of 
the Universe’s ways of letting us know that we are unique and creative 
beings.

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted 
you? I have been a part of NSBE for almost three years now. Being involved 
with the organization has helped me sharpen my leadership and networking 
skills. In addition, I feel cultural pride and empowerment when I get the 
privilege of working with other Black individuals with similar goals as I.

In 10 years, where do you see yourself? I would like to be working with 
government or world organizations like the CDC or the WHO to help better 
the lives of individuals who need medical attention. I would also like to have 
travelled to several other countries, be starting a family and be fluent in two 
other languages.



IUPUI

Name: Javecia Johnson

Hometown: East Chicago, Indiana

Major: Computer Engineering Technology

Hobbies: My hobbies consist of playing the piano, working on computers, and 

impacting youth in any way I can.

Career Aspirations: I plan to operate in ministry and fulfill the purpose God 

has ordained for my life. Aside from ministry, I plan to someday work for a 

College Initiative Student Spotlight (Contd.)
Angelos Erilus| College Initiative Chair

RHIT

Name: Kandice Symone Cobb

Hometown: Gary, IN

Major: Biomedical Engineering

Career Aspirations: I want to make stem cell research not so controversial and change 

lives while doing it. 

Hobbies: Softball, Reading, and Coloring
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has ordained for my life. Aside from ministry, I plan to someday work for a 

large company as a software or hardware engineer.

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted 

you? I was introduced to NSBE during my search of becoming involved on 

IUPUI's campus as a freshman. I am now a junior and hold the position as the 

chapters Vice-President. Overall, through NSBE I have achieved numerous 

milestones and become a more effective leader.

In 10 years, where do you see yourself? In 10 years I expect to be 

ministering to the youth and continuing to carry out NSBE's mission of 

increasing the number of culturally responsible black engineers who excel 

academically, succeed professionally, and positively impact the community.

What are some of your inspirations in life? The biggest inspiration in my life is my family; 

especially my mother. She went to school, worked full time, raised four kids, and 

maintained her marriage all at once and never went a semester without being on the 

Dean’s List. 

How many years have you been a part of NSBE, and how has it impacted you? I have 

been a part of NSBE for the past 3 years. It was the reason I chose to come to Rose-

Hulman because of all the support and the love of what seemed to me a little version of a 

family. The men and women in my chapter have gotten me through hard times and have 

been my support system. I am glad that I have my NSBE family here at school. Don’t 

know where I would be without them. 

In 10 years, where do you see yourself?   In ten years, I see myself settled in my career 

and my personal life. With this stability I would like to start giving back more and taking 

what I have learned and helping girls and boys that are just like me; who grew up in Gary, 

IN and didn’t know what engineering was but turned out to be something I loved. It is my 

responsibility to help people like me to achieve their dreams. ‘I cannot become all that I 

can be, until you become all that you can be.



PCI Regional Try-Math-A-Lon (TMAL) Competition
LaJoi Shelton-Woodard | Pre-College Initiative Chair

This year our Indy TMAL team returned for their second Region IV Try-Math-A-Lon competition.  This year, the competition took place in Chicago.  Their 

scores were tallied up by an SAT based test, individual math testing, group Engineering problem solving, and last but not least, the Quiz Bowl Tournament.  

Our participating team members are Mark Rogers (team Captain), Brianna Hibbler (team Spokesperson), Marcus Handy, Leighann McGregor, Sterling 

Mitchell (1st Alternate), and Darrien Dartis (2nd Alternate). 

Everybody did a fantastic job, as the team landed 4th place in the Region IV, and were 

happy to attend the conference.  Afterwards, as a reward for their hard work, Rolls Royce 

also sponsored the TMAL team to be able to visit the Chicago Museum of Science and 

Industry.  The students were highly intrigued by all of the interactive STEM exhibits, and 

had a fun time while having an educational experience.  All of the students had a 

wonderful and fun learning experience in Chicago and are in high anticipation of the 

Annual Convention being at home in Indianapolis this year. 
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NSBE AE Young Technical Professionals
Olaide Quadry | Vice Chair

The NSBE AE Young Technical Professionals (YTP) Committee depends on members like you to fulfill the NSBE mission. This is your 

opportunity to help build the "NSBE Professionals" brand. The Membership Zone is excited to announce that we are currently 

recruiting several young technical professionals to join the YTP group.

The YTP experience will assist young professionals with building key networks and additional corporate skills in order to advance as a 

technical professional. Through the YTP committee, we will work to develop a solid foundation of continuous improvement for NSBE, 
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technical professional. Through the YTP committee, we will work to develop a solid foundation of continuous improvement for NSBE, 

and continue to have a positive impact on our communities, by focusing on advancing ethnic minorities in the fields of science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).

We invite NSBE members that are currently within the first 5 years of their career to join us. The AE YTP team is waiting for YOU!

For all YTP Events and correspondence, check our Facebook Group. We encourage you to stay engaged and contribute to the 

conversations. Feel free to share your thoughts on the posted articles or questions posted by the YTP Committee. Let's get the YTP 

community to blossom.

Link:   https://www.facebook.com/groups/NSBEYTP/

Upcoming Events (Indy 2013):

Graduating Senior Reception

Member on the move award

YTP  Networking Mixer



IAE Brings in the Holidays
Tekiah Tunstall| Chair Emeritus/Parliamentarian

Oh, what a night! December 8, 2012 marked the decennial presentation of the Holiday Soul Celebration. HSC returned to Indy where about 200 attendees enjoyed a full 

buffet, live entertainment by Toy Factory, door prizes, raffles and mingling with special guests Mr. and Mrs. Claus.  This scholarship and fundraising gala is NSBE-IAE’s 

premier networking event hosted with seven partner organizations:

Association for the Improvement of Minorities in the IRS

Indianapolis Association of Black Journalists

Indianapolis Professional Association

Marion County Bar Association

Minorities in Hospitality

National Association of Black Accountants

National Black MBA Association

NSBE-IAE co-founded this event and has graciously participated every year. Once again, Verizon Wireless and Key Bank stepped in to subsidize many of the expenses 

incurred. We are grateful to them and Zink Distributing Company who also contributed to ensure the success of this venture. It was great to see our chapter with Region 

IV leadership and members of 2013 CPC sharing the evening with Indy’s professional elite. Thanks to all the attendees who showed support this and every year. I hope to 

see you at HSC 2013!
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PHOTO ALBUM
IAE PhotoBook

See More on facebook
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NSBE AE’s Professional Leadership
Here is your 2012 – 2013 National, Regional and Chapter Alumni Extension Leadership

2012-2013 National AE Leaders:

Chair: Darnell Fisher

Chair–Elect: Keith Humphrey

Chair–Emeritus: Strauder Patton

Treasurer: Eric Bryant

Programs Chair: Mikala Windham

Membership Chair: Aderonke Adetoba

Professional Development: Melerick H. Mitchell 

Publications Chair: Tori Cole

Public Relations  Chair: Syreeta A. Thomas 

Telecommunications: Patrick Stewart 

Pre-College Initiative Chair: Morgan German 

College Initiative Chair: Kameelah Majied

Technical Professionals Conference Chair: 

Nosa Egharevba

2012-2013 Regional  AE Leaders

Chair: Frenae Smith

Chair-Elect: Ivy White

Secretary: Veronica Babridge

Treasurer: Oliver Buffington

Programs: Tristan Hickman

Finance Chair: Carolyn Boyd

PDC Chair: Tristan Hickman

PCI Chair: Catherine Boyd-Carney

TMAL Coordinator: Yanika Patterson

2012-2013 Indianapolis AE Leaders:

Chair: Bianca Brown

Vice Chair: Olaide Quadry

Secretary: Danielle Bell

Professional Development /Programs Chair: Jenai

Alexis

Finance Chair :TJ Momoh

Pre-College Initiative Chair: LaJoi Shelton-Woodard

Student Liaison – Angelos Erilus

Web Coordinator – Ayoola Lapite

Public Relations Chair - Emeka Ene

Community Service Chair – Chinwe Aneke

Vol 04.  Pg 13 Febraury 2013 Follow us on Twitter @ NSBE_IAE

Nosa Egharevba

Technical Excellence Chair: LeAnne R. Dolce, PMP

Entrepreneurship Chair: Renee Terrelonge

Region 1 Chair: Ronald Wagogo

Region 2 Chair: Tiffani Teachey

Region 3 Chair: Valerie Thomas 

Region 4 Chair: Frenae F. Smith

Region 5 Chair: Julius Hudson 

Region 6 Chair: Ebonee’ Williams, Ph.D.

Special Projects for AE Global Impact Chair:

Renee Sutherland

Special Projects for International Membership Chair:

Adrianne Prysock


